
Minutes of the SCOA Committee Meeting – Thursday 18th June 2015
held at the Friends’ Meeting House, Newbury

Present
Di Smith SOC (Chair)
Jerry Newcombe BADO Treasurer 
Richard Sharp TVOC Fixtures Secretary 
Katy Stubbs BKO Technical Officer
Liz Yeadon SARUM Coaching Officer and Devt Rep
Craig Anthony British Orienteering Representative
Allan Farrington BAOC Club Rep
Alan Yeadon SARUM Club Rep
Ian Moran SOC Club Rep
Gillian Mann BADO Club Rep
David Jukes BKO Club Rep
Alun Jones TVOC Club Rep
Terry Smith SOC

1167 Apologies
Apologies were received from:
Fiona Clough BKO
Mike Bray SN
Charles Bromley-Gardner BAOC
Dave Rogers BKO
Aidan Smith OUOC

1168 Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 19th March 2015 were accepted as a 
true record, with the exception of one minor typo.

1169 Matters arising
 1135 – Role Descriptions for Technical Officer and Coaching 

Officer.  These had been circulated for discussion at the meeting.  
See minute 1180 below.   Matter closed.

 1143 – Trophies.  See Treasurer's report.  Matter closed.
 1156  – Attendee at EOC AGM.  No-one was available to attend.  

Matter closed
 1158 – Non-SCOA clubs holding events in SCOA area.  It was noted 

that non-SCOA could not register events in another region (unless 
they had a second separate log-on).  It was recognised that this was
part of the wider subject of regional boundaries.  Matter closed.

 1160 – SOC to register officials for Southern Champs 2017.  IM 
reported that these officials had not all yet been determined.  It 



was noted that this matter was now overdue, as it is a requirment 
for level A events that areas and officials are identified 3 years in 
advance.  IM to chase SOC Committee.  Action: IM

 1160 – Use of Cold Ash for JK 2019.  DJ confirmed that BKO's 
Committee had agreed that Cold Ash be made available for the 
2019 JK; the area would be embargoed following its use for the 
2017 CSC round.  Bearing in mind the 3 year requirement, other 
areas need to be identified at the latest by Spring 2016. 

Action:  All club reps to identify other available areas.
 1165 – Minute taker for June meetings had been identified. Matter 

closed.

1170  Chairman's report
Nothing to report.

1171  Secretary's report
Nothing to report.

1172  Treasurer's report
OUOC's failure to pay the SCOA levy on the Oxford City Race was noted 
with some concern.  They had also failed to pay their membership fee for 
the year, but that was a mere £4.  OUOC to be reminded in writing, cc'ing 
AJ who frequently sees OUOC officials.     Action: JN 

JN reported that, although he had not had a reply from SEOA and SWOA 
regarding the future of the Southern Championship and Southern Night 
Championship trophies, he noted that the minutes of the SEOA March 
committee meeting had mentioned that SEOA regarded the maintenance 
and presentation of trophies as important, especially for juniors.

There was some discussion over the effort involved in managing the 
existing trophies, including the difficulties involved in retrieving trophies
from previous winners bearing in mind that responsibility changes 
between the three regions every year.  There was also concern that some 
trophies were of poor quality.  It was recognised that any decision 
needed to be made by the three regions together.  The following actions 
were agreed:

1. A list of past winners of all trophies would be prepared and placed 
on the SCOA website, with the intention that this be maintained as 
a permanent record accessible by all three regions.  It was believed 



that FC had prepared such a list for the Southern Championships.  
JN agreed to do likewise for the Southern Night Championships.  

Action JN/FC
2. Photographs of each trophy should be taken, to facilitate 

discussion on whether or not to continue with them.
3. JN would communicate our thoughts on the subject with SEOA and 

SWOA. Action JN

JN referred to the English Orienteering Council (EOC)'s suggestion that 
part of their funding could be raised by a levy on the three regional 
championships (Northern, Midland and Southern).   Doubts were 
expressed about the proposal on the grounds of:

1. The additional administration and complexity of introducing a 
separate revenue stream.

2. The additional financial burden placed on these level A events, 
resulting in a further increase in their entry fees potentially 
dissuading individuals from entering.  (It was recognised that, 
whilst some individuals are swayed into entering by the status of 
regional championship, the number of such additional entrants 
was quite small.)

3. There was some concern as to whether this additional revenue 
stream would in reality result in a reduction in the amount raised 
directly from the regional associations.

JN to go back to EOC with these initial comments, and that SCOA would 
require more detailed proposal before reaching a decision.

The Committee agreed that following the recent appointments of new 
officials to the Association, the authorised signatories to the bank 
accounts be changed as follows:

Diana Smith be added in place of Alun Jones
Fiona Clough be added in place of Caroline Ford.
  

1173 British Orienteering Update
Craig Anthony (CA), British Orienteering's Head of Development, 
attended the meeting to update the committee on what the development 
team is trying to achieve.  Key points are:

 the development team is effectively entirely funded by Sport 
England.

 Sport England also currently contributes to funding of the core 
business, although that will end after 2016/17.



 Sport England sets participation targets by financial year. The 
2015/16 target is to increase participation by 100,000 this year, 
and a further 100,000 in 2016/17.  In relation to the current 
participation of around 300,000, these are challenging targets, 
particularly bearing in mind that only over 14s count towards the 
figures.

 CA reported that things were going quite well so far.  The Xplorer 
programme (http://xplorer.org.uk )was designed to build 
participation. Around 70 to 80 partners had so far been appointed, 
with 1200 to 1500 events a year planned and around 25,000 
participants (plus a further 25,000 of under 14s.)

 The aim is to double the number of partners in 2016/17, with a 
particular focus on expanding in the South of England.  

 Two new locations are currently being negotiated in the South, one
of which is in Reading – CA  will be in touch with BKO, once things 
are more advanced.  The reverse of the map will include 
appropriate contact details to encourage participants to attend 
other events.

 CA referred to the difficulty of capturing participation figures, 
especially in relation to Permanent Courses, and to activities run 
by organisation such as the scouts and the National Trust.  

 CA also mentioned the Xplorer Schools Pack, of which some one 
hundred had already been sold, providing eight training sessions 
for teachers for the Key Stage 1 age group.  (More details at 
http://shop.youthsportdirect.org/XPLORER_SCHOOLS_Pack_p/eq-
xpl001-ysd.htm)

 CA mentioned that Run Challenge, designed for 14 to 25 year olds, 
had not taken off as planned.  It was no longer being pursued, 
other than with some specific university audiences.

 Work was also underway with outdoor centres, where he was 
looking to raise the standards of what they offered under an 
orienteering label, and thereby to raise the profile of the sport.  CA 
confirmed that no further work has been done with Center Parks.

 CA also mentioned that a review of Clubmark had been 
undertaken, leading to new criteria being introduced.  He 
encouraged those clubs due to seek re-accreditation soon to 
contact him.

 The Organiser training module is being reviewed and updated, 
work that KS is involved in.  

http://shop.youthsportdirect.org/XPLORER_SCHOOLS_Pack_p/eq-xpl001-ysd.htm
http://shop.youthsportdirect.org/XPLORER_SCHOOLS_Pack_p/eq-xpl001-ysd.htm
http://xplorer.org.uk/


1174  JK 2019

AF's report on the British Sprint Championships, and his thoughts for JK 
2019, was noted.  In particular, clubs were asked to identify areas and 
key officials, bearing in mind that these need to be confirmed by April 
2016.  To be an agenda item for next meeting.           

Action Club Reps / FC

1175 Fixtures Secretary’s Report

RS reported that he had received offers to host the 2017 CSC round and 
the 2017 Southern Night Championships.

DS reported that, for the 2016 CSC round which SOC were hosting, they 
were experiencing some challenges from Nature England over ground 
nesting birds.  SOC had responded but it was possible that they might 
lose permission for the area.  SOC had contacted BAOC, who had agreed 
that Bordon could be used as an alternative if permission was lost.

1176 Junior Squad Managers Report
No report received.  DS to contact new managers to agree basis for future
reporting. Action DS

1177 Coaching Officer’s Report
DR's report was noted.  There was some discussion regarding the most 
useful form of the report, both for the committee and for the coaching 
community.  LY to consider further. Action LY

1178 Technical Officer’s Report
KS reported that 17 people were attending the Event Safety course she 
was organising for SN in July.  She could not therefore offer places to 
other clubs.

KS is running a Level C Controller's course near Ringwood on 3rd October,
following a request from WSX.  She asked SCOA reps to encourage 
members of their club to attend and to become controllers.  It was agreed
that SCOA would pro-rata fund the cost of putting on the course, based 
on relative attendance numbers. Action Club Reps



1179 Development Representative's Report
LY's report was noted.

1180 Role Descriptions
The Technical Officer's role description was approved with one small 
wording change.

LY agreed to review the Coaching Officer's role description once she had 
some experience of the role.  To be brought back to the committee for 
review by March 2016 at the latest. Action: LY

1181 Any Other Business
The note from DJ on the SCOA League was  subject to lengthy debate.  
Discussions centred on the objectives of the League, whether the League 
should in future be club or individual based, and what type of event 
should be included.

It was recognised that changes could not be made until at least the 
2016/17 season, and that input was needed from club members.

The following next steps were agreed:
 Club Reps should discuss the subject at their next club meeting, 

seeking input on what the objective of the League should be, and 
suggestions for appropriate questions to be put to club members.  
These comments to be fed back to DJ by end August.

 DJ to summarise these responses to the September Committee 
meeting, to agree a set of questions to club members.

 A questionnaire to be circulated to club members.
Action:  Club Reps / DJ

1182 Dates of next meetings
Thursday 17th September 2015 – 7.30pm Newbury
Thursday 3rd December 2015 – 7.30pm Newbury
Thursday 3rd or 17th March 2016 (tbd) – 7.30pm Newbury

Alun Jones
19th June 2015


